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With annual forest losses of more than 140,000 hectares, unsustainable exploitation of Ethiopia’s forest
resource base threatens livelihood security of the country’s largely rural population. Drawing on our
experience of REDD project development with Oromia Forest and Wildlife Enterprise (OFWE) in the Bale
Mountains Eco-Region, this policy brief outlines how forestry carbon in Ethiopia can catalyse a shift towards
sustainable forest management. With a focus on Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation
(REDD), the opportunities as well as challenges to REDD implementation are outlined. Far removed from
aid-as-usual, REDD in Ethiopia will challenge existing forest management. It requires a critical appraisal of
governance, institutions and policy, as well as transparent and appropriate benefit-sharing between forest
stakeholders. As Ethiopia prepares its national REDD strategy this policy brief is timely; how can REDD be
achieved on the ground, a case is presented here for REDD to be implemented through Participatory Forest
Management (PFM), the only approach proven to reduce deforestation in Ethiopia.
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Box 1. What does REDD really mean?
‘REDD’ is a widely used acronym, but the definition is a moving target. The original definition – Reduced
Emissions from Deforestation (RED) – quickly expanded to include forest Degradation (REDD). Now, the
most commonly used acronym is REDD+ recognising the role of sustainable forest management and
enhancement of forest carbon stocks – afforestation and reforestation – in addition to avoided deforestation
and degradation. Recent proposals want to further extend the REDD+ definition to wetlands and agricultural
lands and thus soil carbon. Such an extension could benefit countries like Ethiopia that have substantial smallholder farmland; the inclusion could allow emission reductions from improved agricultural practices to be
accounted for.
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REDD: Not Yet Perfect, but Evolving
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PFM Approach to REDD for Ethiopia
In the early 20th Century Emperor Menelik planned a move from Addis Ababa to Addis Alem. This ‘new
world’ was a site with bountiful forests that could combat the declining availability of biomass for energy, but
in the end, the introduction of fast-growing eucalyptus to Ethiopia halted these plans. While the drivers of
deforestation remain consistent, the pressure on the forest resource base has intensified to the extent that
current forest use is unsustainable and threatens the livelihood security of millions. For all its uncertainties,
REDD could overcome a financial hurdle to shift Ethiopia to sustainable forest management regimes.
Although REDD is unfamiliar and constantly evolving, pursuing REDD via a PFM approach builds on incountry capacity and experience. PFM is a proven strategy in densely population areas with predominantly
subsistence drivers of forest losses. Avoiding deforestation, protecting livelihoods, environmental services
and contributing towards climate change mitigation, whether or not Copenhagen provided a bright green
light for REDD, Ethiopia needs REDD, after all, these days there are no more Addis Alems.

Future generations rely on sustainable forest management now
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The Bale Eco-Region Sustainable Management Programme
(BERSMP) is a jointly implemented Government (Bale Forest
Enterprise) / NGO (FARM-Africa / SOS Sahel Ethiopia)
partnership. The programme has been operating in the Bale
Massif since the end of 2006 and aims to bring local
communities into a central role in sustainable natural
resources management supported by government services,
across the whole Bale Massif.
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